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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.RR. § L97((l) 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 or aNotice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, but before payment ofthe 
Issue Fee. The Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance was mailed on April 11, 2005. 

Attached is a Supplemental Form PTO-1449 listing several documents that were first 
cited in the Intemational Search Report for the corresponding International AppUcation Number 
PCT/US2004/040602 not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. In this 
regard, AppUcant notes that the communication fi-om the foreign patent office was not received 
by any individual designated by 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty (30) days prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 

By identifying the listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the 
prior art status ofthe listed documents, but is instead identifying the listed documents for the 
sake of fiiU disclosure. 

The Search Report is enclosed along with any cited foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature documents in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 
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A check for the $180.00 fee specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is enclosed. The 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee, or credit any refund, to our Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 

RespectfullYjSubmitted, 




Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 



Christc^hei^. Humphrey 
Registration No. 43,683 



"Express Mail" mailing label number EV 387072474 US 
Date of Deposit May 12, 2005 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: 
Maji-et^ Amendment, Commissijjner^r Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Substitute for form 1 449/Piro 
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INFORMATK^piSCLO^RE 
STATEMENT W^li^^i^M^ 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/728,071 


Filinff Date 


Deremher 4 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Hodge et al. 


Group Art Unit 


1774 


Examiner Name 


Edwards, Newton 0. 


Sheet I 


of J 


Attorney Docket Number 


038675/258205 



U, S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 



44 



Document Number 
Number - Kind Code (if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



US 2003/0157322 A 1 



08-21-2003 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Boyd et al. 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 

Relevant Passages of Relevant Figures 
Appear 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
No. 



45 



Foreign Patent Document 

Country Code - Number Kind Code 
(if known) 



EP0 890 444 A2 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



01-13-1999 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 



Kuraray Co., Ltd. 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



English 
Language 
Translation 
Attached 



46 



WO 01/10761 Al 



02-15-2001 



Atecs Mannesmann 
AG 



47 



DE 199 63 242 C 1 



07-26-2001 



Johns Manville 
International, Inc. 



Abstract 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



♦Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance widi MPEP 609. Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. RTA 2181419vl 



